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Flexible Fares
During the dizzy period of govern¬

mental control of the railroads the
ilexiblc rate principle, which first
i cgan to color our laws when the
Hepburn act was passed, was discov
« red to have something the matter
v ith it.

Superficially it seemed indisputa¬
ble that justice was done when a rate
t-ufficed to meet operating expenses
plus a reasonable return on the
.«roperty devoted to public use, and
that when a deficiency in income de¬
veloped it was easy to balance it by a

r ate increase. But in practice it has
Leen found that expenditures, é

and
hence rates, have a way of spiraling
upward in vicjous circles.

The trouble has been that in¬
centive to efficiency, using the word
in a broad and inclusive hense, was

removed. It is now realized that
rates cannot be indefinitely pushed
up.that a level may be reached
which is more than the traffic will
bear. The railroads now front this
¡ion fact, and their present effort is
not so much to raise rates as to re-

tecure control over expenditures.
It is a weakness of the traction

bill introduced at Albany that it
aeems too much based on the flexible

re r cost-of-service idea.
Thi.- is implied rather than said,

.e »ugh allowing that the point
together clear, it is possible

to gather that the authors of the
assume no great difficulty

I; be encountered in keeping in¬
come and outgo at corresponding
levels. Serious consideration needs
to be given to the question of what
means are to be adopted to control
expenditure before the principle of
"are boosting to absorb deficits is
flatly accepted.

The Governor indicates that he
"bas some perception of the im¬
portance of this phase of the trac¬
tion problem by suggesting a sliding
cale, under which the profit of the

operating company would increase
ith lowered fares and decrease

with raised fares. Perhaps some¬

thing can be achieved alón;? this line.
This device has worked well in some
uses when applied to çrns compa¬

nies; but attempts to apply it in the
traction field so far have failed. The
business appears too complex.

Probably the most effective solu-
on is to ombine the flexible sys¬

tem with a fixed maximum, or, if not
:iis, to provide that, in addition tc

control over fares, the supervising
commission shall have control pvei
i ^penditures. To put on a commis-

;<«ti the business of meeting oper¬
ating expenses, no matter how high
.bey aro or how bungling]y a trac¬
tion system is administered, is dan¬
gerous.

Santo Domingo and Hayti
In connection with Admira

Knapp's report on Haytian condi'
fions the voices of our friends th<
Dominicans are heard in a plea foi
differentiation. for discriminatior
between them and the Haytians.
The Dominicans have the bad luclt

to reside on the same island with the
Haytians. Yet the two peoples spcal«
«Afferent languages and little resem¬
ble each other in spirit and history
The Haytians for more than a cen¬

tury have been possessed of a seem¬

ingly uncontrollable desire to post¬
haste back to barbarism*. First thej
slaughtered the whites and then the
halfbloods. They have reduced to a
waste a region which the French had
made the richest area of the West
Indies. On broad grounds it war*

necessary to do something to save
them from themselves, and a treaty,
ratified by both parties, prescribes
our responsibilities. Our occupation
whatever excesses and mistakes have
marred it, is one of which the nation
need not bo ashamed, and is gradu-

¿Sally bringing back some measure of
^civilization.
«S But the Spanish-speaking Domini-
.uîeans are of different quality. White

b'ood and leadership have been con-

Sperved. Santo Domingo has had
^¡troubles, but on the whole she has
'made satisfactory progress. Yet when
we went into Hayti with good rea-

' fcon, about the same time we jumped
inte Santo Domingo with no reason

'¦./smWf all. No treaty has boen made.

We have refused to allow the Domin¬
ican Congress to meet.have set up
a régime of naked force. But such
is the indifference of Americana that
comparatively few of them realize
that the Haytian problem is one

thing and the Dominican problem
quite another.
Our Latin-American neighbors,

better informed than our peo¬
ple, discriminate between the two
countries. Secretary Colby in his j
recent journey to South America
found this out. He was greeted by 1
the press of Argentina and Uruguay
with most pointed queries as to what
possible justification existed for the!
policy President Wilson has pursued
with respect to Santo Domingo. He
could make no answer, and talk of
Hayti did not quiet his questioners,

President-elect Harding has indi¬
cated that he does not confuse the
two parts of the island of Hispaniola.
He is under pledge to order a with¬
drawal from Santo Domingo. When
the withdrawal occurs it is to be
hoped due apology will be made and
that thereby good relations with
all the countries to the south be
promoted.

Preventing Home Building
Por the better part of eighteen

months the housing problem has
been before the public. Two ses- |
sions of the Legislature have wres- jtied with it.
During the entire period it has

been recognized that the only solu-j
tion.the only way to keep rents
down and to relieve congestion.was
to erect more houses. So far.ex-
cept so far as the Lockwcod commit-
tee's labors have tended to reduce
prices of housing materials.noth-1
ing has been done. The emergency
legislation, while serving tempo- jrarity to protect tenants in posses-
sion from extorsion, on the whole
has discouraged tenement building.
Few were willing to invest if rents
were to be limited by law.
The single bit of constructive

legislation in the housing acts was jthe provision giving the city the
right to exempt for ten years new
houses from local taxation. Though
the power has existed for six
months it has not. been made use of.
Not until yesterday did the Board of
Aldermen pass an exempting "ördi-
nance, narrowly limited in its terms,
And this ordinance, it is predicted,
the Board of Estimate, which pos-
sesses a veto, will throw out.
Why this determination to prevent

the erection of new houses? Is it
because there are interests which |
are so desirous of preserving the
basis of high rents that they will not
allow competition? Suspicion is fos-
tered by the shallowness of the argu-
ments against the ordinance. It is
said that the city Will lose taxes,
But how is the city to get taxes out
of buildings not erected? Put the
ordinance through and tax collec-
tions will increase, nut diminish, for
the land on which the edifices stand
will endure a higher assessment.
Every building and loan associa-

tion wishes the ordinance. It will en-

courage home-owning, and at the
end of- teir years a handsome addi- j
tion will be made to the assessment
roll. Yet it is announced that the
Beard of Estimate, which pretends
to want to relieve the housing crisis,
is to throttle the ordinance.

How to Avoid Typhus
The typhus of Europe which is

¡ leaking into New York through im-
migration should not unduly alarm
the country. America, generally!
speaking, is the land of the bathtub,
and bathtub, and typhus are en-
emies. Typhus is caused by a louse
and nono else. One mu... oe bitten
by this insect to contract the dis-
ease. The average New Yorker can
put his mind at rest if he is v. c.
si.tent user of the bathtub and ob-

! serves the usual precautions of ab-
lution. For the others delousing is
it.dispensable.
Typhus has existed in New York

for many years endemically. The
insect which spreads the disease epi¬
demically must have long been in
contact with typhus sufferers to
carry a virile germ. Cleanlin....
the remedy. In eastern and central
Europe, where cleanliness does not
prevail, typhus thrives. But it can
never thrive in New York if New
York remains normally clean.
Immigrants should be introduced

to New York and a delousing .station
simultaneously, and tutored there¬
after in the great American habit

! of bathing.

itemizing the Co«t of Utopia
It can, of course, be. contended

that the American people had but
one function in the peace confer¬
ence, and that was to sign a blank
check. That notion has, indeed,
«found important support. But the
¡further the events of 1919 retreat
into their proper perspective thej less general enthusiasm for this
blind attitude of adoration exists.
The late election showed a general
desire to scrutinize with the greatestI care the achievements of our peace
delegation, and Congress is only
obeying a general and highly proper
demand when it tackles the financial
expenditures of that interesting pe-
riod and asks "What for?" and
"Why?"
As a matter of fact, Mr. Wilson

should be the first to recognize the
propriety of these queries and
should welcome the opportunity to
produce an itemized analysis of the
vaguely described expenditures as

called for by Representative Oould's

resolution. "The President's confi-
dential expenses in Paris" is on j
entry utterly unbefitting diplomacy
on behalf of a republic in this day
and generation. One does not need
to cite the President's "open cove¬
nants openly arrived at" to fix the
¿«appropriateness of this $17,000
charge. The $125,000 "damage to
property at Hotel Crillon" ia less
important, but equally mysterious.

It is too late to go back und re¬

pair the blunder of the President's
ill-fated trip to Paris, a blunder
which even his best friends are com¬

ing to admit. It is not too late for
a full and complete accounting of
the results of that trip. Touching
the treaty and covenants, the evi¬
dence is in and a verdict has already
been reached. The financial aspects
of the venture, as yet unrevealed,
have a peculiar interest for the
taxpayer and a moral and lesson j
for futuro American executives,
There cannot be too much light on
the whole scene.

The Puritan Jaw
The sons and daughters of New

England do well to send Professor
Howe, of Wellesley, about his busi¬
ness when he. talks of the "laziness"
of the New England jaw. As well
call the pyramids lazy because thty
stand and stand and stand, let the |
centuries rave as they will. That j
jaw has passed through many trials
and tribulations without a quiver, j
and whatever faults it has laziness
is not one of them.
A repressed, reserved speech

seems the truer characterization of
New England utterance. The typi¬
cal New Englander is chary of emo¬
tional display alike in the expression
of his countenance and in tho tones
of his voice. The result is a quiet
and gentle drawl in respect to many
vowel sounds-».the "twang" of fic¬
tion and the jokesmiths is excep¬
tional, not the rule.and a certain
inarticulateness of lip action that
leaves the voice too far back in the
throat for clear, vivid speech.
The question of New England

speech raises the whole question of
Puritanism.. Does the New Eng¬
lander live too much within himself?
Is his self-control carried so far p.s
to stunt enthusiasm and natural
emotions? The answer is not to be
lightly laid down by any casual
critic. A repression and a stern-
ness of life that can flower forth in
the beautiful speeches of a Calvin
Coolidge have not altogether ruined
spontaneity and color and the play
of emotion upon life. In the end
the problem of Puritanism probably
resolves itself into the old and un-1
satisfactory question, a golden
mean. There can be too much re-

pression, as the psycho-analysts are
daily proving. There can be no j
success or beauty or anything with-
out some self-control and will and
repression.
The Puritan jaw is a bad thing, in

short, if it is so set as to make a
man a narrow, crabbed skinflint. If
it serves only to make a strong and
well poised character, let us all cul-
uvate it. Any repression of speech
will be more than counterbalanced jby the worth of what we have to say.

Why?
The mystery surrounding the ad¬

ministration of justice by the Dis- J
trict Attorney's office is not lessened
by what has been brought out in the
Gushing case.
A sixteen-year-old boy was killed

two and one-half years ago in broad
daylight on the roof of a tenement;
house. Concerning the homicide
there were conflicting statements.
But going back over the ground, 1-
though the trail was cold, Mr. Whit- j
man presented evidence deemed suf-1
ficient by the grand jury to indict
two policemen.

It develops that soon after the
killing the case was brought before
a grand jury and that one of the as-
sist&nts of jV}r, Swann was in pos-
session of practically all the evi-
dence on which the Whitman grand
jury acted. Yet the case was not i
pressed and the jury did not indict.
Why was there an indictment in

.921 and none in 1918? What influ-
! ence, if any, intervened to bring the j
! early proceedings to a close? And
why, at a critical juncture, was;there failure to press for an indict-
ment in the Elwell case?

How Germany Loves France
Colonel House, discussing in The

Philadelphia Public Ledger the
; terms imposed upon Germany, la-
ments the failure of France to make

! a friend of Germany. "During the j
war and immediately afterward," he
remarks, "the Germans had kindlier
feelings for France than for any of
their enemies." If this be so they
dissembled their love most success¬
fully. The affection, like gratitude,
must have been born of an expecta¬
tion of favors yet to come.of a jhope of using France against Great
Britain.

Colonel House mentions the policy| of England toward South Africa
after the Boer War as an illustra«
tion of the sort of response Francej might have made to the German offer
of heart and hand. The puralle!
hardly runs on all fours. The on-
tagonists in that conflict were on a
different footing. British opinion,[deeply regretting the war. always
conceded that as to many things the
Boers were right, and, while con¬
demning their narrow Eeparateness, jsympathized with their aspirations, jThe welfare of tho Boers was hon-

estly desired, and the Boers knew this.
In a contrary spirit Germany wan

tonly moved on France, deliberately
devastating her with the purpose, in
the words of the German War Book,
of destroying her total intellectual
and material resources. If she had
won she would have reduced France
to the status of a second-rate power ;
that this was her object wak plain
from tho first. Franco is thus not to
bo blamed for not believing in a Ger¬
man repentance which is never even

expressed.
"Hate and revenge," Coloftel House

goes on, "are expensive luxuries in
which nations as well as individuals
too often indulge." Of course. But
a sheep that has felt and barely es¬

caped the fangs of a wolf may be
excused distrust when the wolf comes

wooing.

Mr. Weeks's Opportunity
Let Him Decline the War Portfolio

in Favor of General Wood
To tho Editor of The Tribune.

¡Sir: It is statod unofficially that
President-elect Harding has appointed
ex-Senator Weeks, of Massachusetts,
as Secretary of War. If so, that great
majority of Republican voters who de¬
sired General Wood for President and
voted for Harding with a keen min¬
gled sense of disappointment and
loyalty are going to be still more

intensely disappointed. General Wood
is the one most available and best-
f;tted man in this country for the posi¬
tion of Secretary of War.
Mr. Weeks has now a golden op¬

portunity to make himself a popular
idol and win a name ranking with that
of Admiral Sims, who refused the Navy jMedal because equally deserving men
were ignored by Daniels. Mr. Weeks
can decline Harding's appointment as

Secretary of War and withdraw in
favor of General Leonard Wood. He
would at the same time rebuke
President-elect' Harding and be every¬
where acclaimed as a loyal Republican
rising above party politics, and also
make doubly public the necessity for
redemption by Harding of his promise
to make a strong and able Cabinet,
which infcrentially would include
General Wood as Secretary of War.

All this is stated with to disparage¬
ment of ex-Senator Weeks, of whom
Massachusetts is proud and whose
Senate record is brilliant and deserv-
ng of all praise, but Weeks is not
Wood, nor is his military knowledge
or experience knee-high in comparison.
That is what people are saying whorevcr
one talks with either Republicans or
Democrats.

If General Wood is ignored by the
incoming Administration in the same
outrageous manner that he has been
ignored by the outgoing Administra¬
tion, I prophesy that General Wood
will follow President Harding as
President in four years' time, backed
by a solid pub] c demand that will
steam-roller any second political cabal
against him. GEORGE W. HILLS.
New York, Feb. 14, 1921.

Hanging Naval Officers
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Mr. Daniels says that the best]thing To do with naval officers who«
"seek the limelight" is to give them'
tope with which to hang thcmsolvea.
This statement invites intelligent

comment.
Naval officers as a class do not seek

tho limelight, but when their dutyforces them into prominence they usu-jally do honor to tho navy.
The only naval officers who appear!to have committed professional suicide!

by hanging were those who vainly at¬
tempted to screen Mr. Daniels for his
reglect to prepare our navy for war
between 1914 and 1917, and who have
otherwise condoned his awful policies!
Hut it would appear that tho frag¬

ments of cordage which these devoted
Danielsites most thoughtfully left for
the use of their chief are now being so
rapidly expended by him in his daily
chatter that there is doubt whether
the supply will suffice for his personal
use during the remaining few days of
his reign. It is suggested, therefore,
as a measure of "preparedness," that
tho Office of Operations put in a requi¬
sition for another coil. OLD NAVY.
New York, Feb. 14, 3921.

In Strict Confidence
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: A few days ago I was in the
Grovo Street Station in the Hudson
Tubes. 1 observed that about half of'
tho men passengers- were smoking.
Having always understood that smok- !
ing in the subways in New York wan
forbidden by lav.', I inquired of the
platform attendant whether smoking
was now permitted. Laying his hand
gently upon my shoulder,,ho whispered
confidentially an apologetic "No," his
manner plainly implying "But for
tho love of Mike don't tell anybody!"'
If the prohibition of smoking in the
subway is based on sound reasons the
regulation should be enforced, other-jwise repealed. Has public opinion in
New York, in sanctioning donance of
the Eighteenth Amendment, committed
itself to the policy of carrying indi¬
vidualism to its logical conclusion?

K. D. BATTLE,
Rocky Mount, N. C, Feb. 12, 1921.

A Soldier to Cheer Upv
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: There is a young fellow in this
company who lias never received a let-
ter sinco ho has been in tho service.
He is very unhappy and needs some!
one to cheer him up.

It would bo greatly appreciated if
you would put a small note in your!
paper for some one to write to him.
His name is Private Alexander Staats,
14th Company, C, A. C, Fort Mills, P. I.

PRIVATE LORENZO P. JAY,
14th Company, C. A. C.

Fort Mills, P. I., Jan. 9, 1921.

Disarmament?
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The navy is selling scrap metal.
That sounds like slang for shells. Can
this be a screened disarmament step?

GEORGE SEBREE.
New York, Feb. 11,, 1921.

The Conning Tower
WITH COLOnS OTAING

They got the beat of it, dl<J Und- (Werfe
And Uncle Abner. I lay half-dead with

typhoid
In Ardmor., Oklahoma. Tha tent thaw

had gone broke.
"Not a red cent," wrote Uncle Abner,

"to pay your way
Back to a life of sin. tmi If _P9U wan!
Tho place you ran awny from,
If you'll keep house d«¿eí_t.y and do

your duty,
There's fifty thousand between ua
We'll leave you when wa d!*."
They wer» old men, my úneles,
When, _.t eighteen, I left them for the

city,
Hoping soon to b. fe Bernhardt,
How could their money, squeeze-i fro-tt

farm foreclosures,
Serve better than in putting me across?
So I returned.to relative*
Who nodded meanly each te »ach |nd

said:
'We told yon so! We «aid «he'd c_»wl

home beat«« I
Maybe now
She'll talk and act like decent folks.

at least
Wear modest clothes." To show them all
I still despised their dreary ways and

didn't give
A finger snap for what they thought,
I went, the night of my arrival, to 9

social
At Poplar Grove Schoolhouie,
Wearing the frock of scarlet chiffon

velvet
That made a hit in "Madame X." Aft*.

refreshments
I smoked a cigarette,
Blowing aloft frail smoke, rings, sym¬

bols
Of my undefeated spirit.
When Uncle George was eighty-*ight
And I, after six years of d.a'th-ift-life,
Was nearing forty,
He milked twelve cows daily »nl punc¬

tually ate
A half mince pie for breakfast; and Ï

heard Abnor Bay
Tho morning he was ninety:
"George, you make tracks to the tragar

woods an' learn
That lazy hired boy to earn his victuals,
I'll hitch up Moll,
Haul a load of cider tô the village, see

about;
The tenants on th. Widow Randall

farm."
One day the doctor said:
"They come of long-lived Vermont stock,
Gaunt old trees and tough,
Frost nipped, bark off here and there,

but good
For all of ten years more."
Ten years! Ten thousand years
ft might as well bè.worrying
That George's mittens must be darned,

beans put to soak
Or AhneT's dirt-stiff overalls w_sh*d
out.

And all the while
Hearing the kitchen clock above the sink !
Ticking away my life,
Watching the winter winde, like hungry

v.-olvcs,
Baying the stark, snow-carven hills.
As I poured poison in th«? flask
Of rheumatism cure they both set'

store by
I figured I'd be strolling down F¡£-h

Avenue «.

By Wednesday week. It's easy now
To see wherein I blundered.
Had I hit the trail at the revivals
Making repentance, lachrymose and

nasal.
Painting as purple ecandal my sad

struggle
To free great powers within me,
Had I wailed loudly in the mourners'«

bench,
Wearing a stodgy hat from Mrs,

Puckett's Parlors,
I could have managed murder perfectly.
This knowledge came too late; so I go !

down
With music playing.
That cigarette of many year» ago,
Its lilac smoke rings
The flying banners of my 6_lf-re3pect,
Brought me to the county jail. The

people said:
"A woman who would smoke a cigarette
Would kill her two old uncles in cold

blood."
% ALICE MART KIMBALL.

When we met Mr, Will IT. Haya we
told him we had no axes to be sharp¬
ened; that he didn't have a thing we
vv-ai;,.ed. But wo withdraw that in¬
trepid assertion. If Mr. Hay3 accepts
the PostofFice job, we want him to issue
a proclamation to the effect that tetter«
addressed to this department Personal
or Immediate etand a worse chance of
publication than others.

The esteemed Drama League, dis¬
sembling its love for Mr. Charlea Gil-,
pin, the negro star of "The Emperor
Jones," has kicked hin\ downstairs by
not inviting him to ita banquet. Why
not, inasmuch as he once played the
slave in "Abraham Lincoln," eend him
an engraved copy of the Emanclpatioh
Proclamation?

It isn't much of a prino, $100, that
the Macmillaa Company is offering for
the best rhymed review of The Outline
of History, but, as the equation profes¬
sor used to say, $100 is $100, eo here
goes:
A million timei a miliion years

This pianet haa run;
Its motive power is grief and tears,
But Wells has lots of fun.

It was our .«jmorance of architecture
that causod us to print Denville's line
about the Greek ruin and the fallen
arches. It seems, as twenty-seven cor¬
respondents have told us, that the Greek
ruina had no arches; and Dehville
should havo said "a Roman rain."

They are going to play A. A. Milne's
"Mr. Pim Passes' By" at the Garrick
in two weeks. Mr. Milne, es old read-
ers of this department will rteall, is
the author of the verses "FYoa. . Pull
Heart," reprinted three or four times
in this column and for which requests
Etill come in weekly.

-,.

Our luck is improving. Ordinarily
thia is the year we would have bought
stock in an outdoor ice aketing rink.

F. P. A.

COMING OUT FROM UNDER THlTIET "^^
Copyright. 1921. New Y*-r)t Tribune In«*.

Californias Japanese Problem
Wallace Irwin s Pessimistic Impressions on Revisiting the State

After Trvcntxi Years in the East
To the Editor- of The Tribune.

Sir: In a recent issue of The Trib¬
une I noticed an account of a speech
by Mr. Earl S, Parker, made to church
and missionary society members
gathered at a luncheon in the Lawyers'
Club." 'Tray God for an Andrew Jack¬
son to deal with California as she de¬
serves," was his jfentle wish for his
native state; and by that same token
he revealed himself as secretary of
that Little Group of Serious Thinkers
who have chosen to be called "The
American League for Justice." In the
spirit of our national outdoor sport I
have always had a more than sneaking
fondness for the American League, but
if Mr. Parker's Little Group must serve
it with trimmings why not call it
"The American League for Japanese"
and tell us what it is all about?
The American League for Justice is,

by all indications, an association
formed in tho West for the purpose of
carrying a pro-Japanese sentiment into
the East, where little or nothing is
knoWn about California's quarrel with
the Mikado's government. In Mr.
Parker's expressed sentiments I hear
the same ecolding of California.
naughty, headstrong child!.and thi
same criticism of Senator Phelan.

'wicked, selfish politician!.that hav«
Characterized ail the attacks upor
California's decision to hold hei
shores against the yellow tide.
A little over a year ago I wont tc

California to gather information 01
the Japanese question. What I foun<

| I subsequently incorporated in m*
novel Seed of the Sun. I am not

jCalifûrniftn either by birth or prejudice
! although I was educated at Stanfort
University and spent a few years as
newspaper man in San Francisco.

j have been away from the Pacific Coas
nearly twenty years. Before my re
cent Western trip I was inclined,
confess, to appraise the anti-Asiati

| attitude in the light of yellow journal
ism, which can never truthfully rep
resent any cause, however just. Som
political ranting had sickened me to tli
point where I had formed a picture c
a provincial population, ignorant an
hot-headed, raising the old sand lot ci
of "Kill the dirty Chinks!"

I Went to California thinking th,! sentiment was beinc directed by polticiaii3. I remained to find that pol
ticians were being directed by Benl

[ ment.
It took but a few months of observ

tion along the Sacramento delta and
the Santa Clara Valley and the Si
Joaquin and the fertile basins of Ii

j perial to satisfy me that the state w
not seeing ghosts. She is facing
interesting and alarming problem.
hold no brief for the slack and eaa
going farmer of pioneer stock, who i
fused to "speed up" and sold his birt
right to the thrifty little invader w

j could grow two sugar beets to t
I white man's one.or none. The Ca
j fornian awoke to find himself in t
! rame sorry case as the old Spani
haciendado who, in the splendid i«
'40g, mortgaged his estate to 1

! shrewder Yankee and went into bai
j ruptey with shnig-j-ing shoulders.

Yes, Japan caught California asle
j or nodding. When the tide of Chin«
j coolies turned back toward the Ori«
there was an embarrassment for l<

-frai* labor. The importation of J

nnese seemed s cheap and easy sola-
tion, and tho valleys were soon swarm-
ing with a new -breed of yellow men,
smaller and more earnest than the
Chinese. They were naïve. Many of
them had never seen a bicycle before,
or a hay-rake, or a patent harrow.
Their ability to learn and to apply
their learning was enormous. I shall
never forget what an old Yankee farmer
said to me last year as wo strolled
through his almond grove and watched
a gang of Japanese across tho river,
cultivating their potato Held.leased
property . with gasoline tractors.
"Good Lord, look at 'em! And to think
that twenty years ago I had to teach
'em how to harness a« horse!"
Japan came to California as a labor¬

er; sho remained as a master. What
you believe as to the Japanese popula¬tion of California to-day will depend
on whether you side with the American
League for Justice or the Asiatic
Exclusion League. The official census
reporta quote the figures at something
over 70,000. I am inclined to believe
that there arc many more; if not
double that number, at least a third
more. The smuggling in of Japanese
is an industry at both the British
Columbian and Mexican borders
"Green" Japanese, just arrived ni
California farms, will answer you u
Spanish if you address them in tha'
language.a souvenir of Mexico. Ther<
is also reason to doubt the veracit.
of the oflicial census figures, as then
is a suspicion that the Japanese them
selves had a finger in the pie at th<

¡last head-counting in California.
Let us b«e conservative, then, an*

place the Japanese population of Cali
fornia at 100,000. The vast majorit;
'of these are engaged in agriculture
California has a population of abou
3,500,000. Less than a million of thes
are farmers. California's land whic!
is suitable to cultivation is much les
than generally supposed.about a sixt

I of the state. About a fifth of this i
controlled by Orientals, either throug
lease or ownership.. The number c
Chinese and Coreans is comparative!
insignificant.
The Japanese, then, control about

fifth of California, agricultural!
«peaking, and in that fifth they ho!
the very cream of the soil. Witho«.
taking into account Nippon's half-co.
fessed desire for equality in the Unitt
States and unlimited immigration, Cu

! ifornia as she stands to-day has eau:
for worry.

I have no idea how the Americ.
League for Justice came into bein

j Probably it "just grew," generated 1' the friction of great minds, thinkii
! righteously. But I am well aware th
I a Japanese drive on public opinion
j .specially Eastern opinion.is now o

The, missionary spirit of Methodist ai
! Baptist clergymen is adroitly taken a

vantage of by the delicate butto
pressers of Tokio.
And this has its pathetic side, t<

since the California Japanese.back
j by some divine aid or other are buil
:ng Buddhist temples all over the sir

I in every hamlet where Japanese Chr
tian churches have become sufneiem
etrong to endanger the true far
which is adoration of the Mikado. T

! .dations of the hungry Japanese pi
j tor and the merry Buddhist congrej
tion of "Bly, California," which I m<

tioned in my book, were not put then
for merely literary effect. The situa¬
tion is typical,

I have heard Japanese Christian cler¬
gymen complain bitterly of the Bud¬
dhist drive against their churches. Ov.t
little brown missionary in Sacrament?,
an earnest, starved little man wit.
high-domed forehead, said to me, a?

nearly as I can translate it: "I have no

hope for Christianity here among my
people. If I wish to spread the goo.
Gospel I must return to Japan, whiro
my work will not be made foolish by
.ntrigue."

I do not wish any cruelty to bç prac¬
ticed on the Japanese in California,
and I don't think there will be. But
if we wish to consider California na¬

tionally we should get over the idea
that she is a bul!y or a whiner or »e

egocentric provincial.
WALLACE IRWIN.

New York, Feb. 15, 1921.

Watch Mr. Coolidge
A Western Recognition of His

Emersonian Fiber
(From The .'. .vi-w»..'

Those who read Mr. Coolidfrt
speech on Roosevelt must have beea
struck by the thought that
note has been struck in American Po¬
litical literature.
"Creat men," said Mr. Coolidge, "*:¦

the ambassadors of Providence sent U

reveal to their fellow men their un¬

known selves. There is .orocthiug
about them better than anything Ö*J
do or say. If measured at all, they ase

to be measured in the re.-ponsive ac¬

tion of what others «!o or suy.
come and go, in part a mystery, in psr-
the simplest of all experience, ».

compelling influence of truth. The.«

leave no successor. Tho heritage w

greatners descends to the people.
Were that paragraph divorced fro»

its authorship and read aloud befor-
a group of intelligent readers, «Ü&'
query appended a:; to its writ«
probabilities are that the answer

do "Emerson." Like many oí '-.

Coolidge paragraphs, it has a decide*;
Emersonian ring. Tho epig_WUJ>,tt
turn, the pregnancy, the terseness, #

well as the ¿betractness,all remind«.8
very strongly of Emerson. >

It is fair to assume that he «

vest the office of the Vice-P«
with more meaning, more sign
and more weight than it haa hitn^*
known, if we éliminât
son.or, let us gay,
eon of 1_17-'1_, ta

he penned his «great» '^l'»
there la no .nan in no.

who can touch the austere little fi»

from Massachusetts ¡n the matter o

literary style. It is diflh
the feeling that somehow tin

mighty destiny ahead of <.>."

President - elect. On reflect;«
grows constantly. The rigorous « '

plicity of his life, the robust A*«
canism of his philosophy, the c

tus quality of his action, the d

tion of his wr

his powers of thought all -^
strongly to the imagination. H« s^."
the contemporary incarnation ot «.*

beat qualities which, for genera«« «
have kept New England a tj?«g.
force in American hie. In J»
feels something of the rarity tiaj ^
feeis in such American iir.niort»»
Emerson and Lincoln. %
Calvin Oooluige is unnueta.-

man to be watched for evidei I I

greatnesa.


